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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC CH US (LASHER, ALAN B.) 

SUBJECT: US CITIZEN ENGINEER DETAINED IN CHINA 
REF: PEKING 2911 

1 . DEPT BELIEVES USLO'S APPROACH IN HANDLING OF 
DETAINMENT OF ALAN LASHER IS CORRECT. WE WOULD WELCOME 
MORE FACTS, IF THEY BECOME AVAILABLE, ABOUT CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF LASHER'S INJURY. DOES USLO KNOW WHETHER THERE WERE ANY 
AMERICAN WITNESSES? 

2. WE AGREE THAT THE IMMEDIATE CONCERN IS THAT LASHER BE 
ALLOWED TO LEAVE CHINA AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME IN VIEW 
OF THE STATE OF HIS HEALTH. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE 
DISTURBED AT THE PRECEDENT WHICH WOULD BE SET IF AN 
AMERICAN SHOULD BE FORCED TO SIGN A STATEMENT SUCH AS THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DESCRIBED PARA FOUR REFTEL IN ORDER TO BE ALLOWED TO LEAVE 
THE PRC. 

3. WE ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH PRCLO IF 
USLO BELIEVES IT WOULD BE HELPFUL. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, 

THAT WE SHOULD RESERVE ANY ACTION IN WASHINGTON UNTIL WE 
LEARN THE OUTCOME OF AMBASSADOR'S MEETING WITH WANG HAI-JUNG. 
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4. ALTHOUGH OUR PRIMARY INTEREST IS IN LASHER'S BEING 
PERMITTED TO DEPART PRC AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, WE ASSUME 
THAT AMBASSADOR IN HIS MEETING WITH WANG WILL NEVERTHE- 
LESS RESERVE OUR POSITION ON THE FACTS OF THE CASE. 
CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE296508 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: KCDOUGALLCED 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770462-0644 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771261/aaaabzua.tel 

Line Count: 68 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4c9fc305-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Reference: 77 PEKING 291 1 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 256003 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US CITIZEN ENGINEER DETAINED IN CHINA 
TAGS: CASC, CH, US, (LASHER, ALAN B) 

To: PEKING 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4c9fc305-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



